Language Arts Syllabus & Success Sheet

Ms. Kim Sorise

ksorise@walden-school.org
Walden: 893-0433

COURSE DESCRIPTION:
There are six primary goals of this course:
1) To improve writing and reading skills.

2) To improve upon basics already learned in English grammar and to tackle more advanced grammatical techniques.

3) To increase verbal and written vocabulary.

4) To learn to better express opinions and ideas through critical thinking, communication, and writing skills.

5) To take skills learned in language arts and transfer them to other educational disciplines and to life.

6) To have fun and laugh while learning.

COURSE OBJECTIVES:
· To help establish organizational, multi-tasking, and time management skills

· To expand the student’s ability to read, comprehend, write, think, and translate ideas verbally, as well as on paper.

· Various readings: novels, essays, poetry, short stories, plays, and articles

· Grammar, parts of speech, and punctuation 
· Vocabulary, word usage and choice

· To identify and perform various writing styles:
· Descriptive

· Expository

· Creative 

· Journal

· Persuasive
· Narrative

· Forms of Poetry

· Informational and research-based writing
STUDENT RESPONSIBILITY:

Students are expected to begin taking responsibility for his or her education; this is the foundation of academic success. If a class is missed, material is not understood, or if a student has any other issues, it is up to the student to come see me. I have an open door policy for all students, please use it. My greatest wish for you is to succeed beyond your own expectations, and one of the best ways for that to materialize is through good communication.  
AN AVERAGE WEEK IN LANGUAGE ARTS: unless otherwise noted

Each class will, generally, begin with a short grammar lesson or writing prompt
MONDAY

· Introduction of a new unit of vocabulary words  

· Writing/ grammar lesson 
· Vocabulary homework assigned for the week
TUESDAY

· Literature lesson on selected readings or novels 
· Literature-based critical discussion 
· Possible critical writing assignment will be given 
WEDNESDAY 

· Review Tuesday’s discussion and write an in class reader’s response
· “Journal Days” 
· Writing/ grammar lesson  
THURSDAY
· Literature lesson on selected readings or novels 
· Literature-based critical discussion 
· Vocabulary correction
· Reading assignment will be given, due the following Tuesday 
FRIDAY

· Vocab Tests/ Grammar/ review weekly material

· Occasional Fridays, LA students may have a partial study hall/skills - building class. 

TEXT AND MATERIALS:
Students will need the following supplies for class 
· Write Source  text and Skills Book

· Sadlier-Oxford Vocabulary Workshop text 

1. Seventh grade: Level B

2. Eighth grade: Level C

· A folder or binder dedicated to Language Arts

· Index cards to help study for vocabulary tests

· Composition notebook (which will be kept in class)
Please bring the following everyday (unless advised otherwise).

· Write Source  text and Skills Book

· Sadlier-Oxford Vocabulary Workshop text 

· Assigned reading material: novels, essays, etc. 
· Homework
· Language Arts binder of folder
· PENCILS: you should bring at least 2 sharpened or mechanical pencils to class each day. If you MUST sharpen pencils, please do so before class begins.

· PENS: please bring a pen, any color other than black or blue, to class each day. This will be used for correcting homework. 

· I prefer homework, drafts, and tests to be done in pencil or typed. You may only use pen if it is erasable ink or if you employ the use of White Out. 

· Literary Sketchbooks/Journal will be kept in class and should be only taken home because of an assignment or test.
HOMEWORK POLICY: 
NO LATE HOMEWORK IS ACCEPTED FOR CREDIT. For example: if the student was in class to receive the assignment and in class when it is due and still does not have it – it is late and a “0” will be put in the grade book.

I am always happy to accept the assignment to evaluate a student’s progress and give feedback, but the student will not receive credit for the assignment. 

A comment will also be added on Edline, along with a “0” point value in the grade book,  to indicate that an assignment has been missed.

In addition, the student will have to fill out a “Missing Homework Accountability Sheet” which will be mailed home to parents. 
Homework is given regularly; you can expect that in any five-day school week you will have vocabulary homework, along with a reading assignment and most likely a writing or grammar assignment. Work is due throughout the week, so be sure to use your agenda, the classroom website, as well as the classroom assignment boards to keep yourself organized. 

Website: Make sure to check the website daily to clarify that the correct assignment is being completed. Not every class is given the same task. I do update the website daily.
http://www.walden-school.org/display_pagecontent.php?id=953
Turning in work:  If given permission, I am always happy to accept written work (essays, papers, reading comprehension questions) via email, provided that the student understands how to send Word attachments. If a student says homework was sent via email and it is not received by the date due – it will be late and not considered for a grade. If they are uncertain as to whether a transmission went through, the safest best is to bring a hard copy as well.
Any handouts or grammar exercise will be turned in at the designated “Homework Bins” for each class.

MAKE UP WORK:

· Any homework that is late due to illness or excused absence is due at the beginning of class the day you return from your absence.

For example: If you are present for an assignment given on Monday, that is due Wednesday and you are absent the day the assignment is due (Wednesday) it is due the day you return.

If you are absent for two days, you will be given two days to make up any assignments that were assigned in your absence. 

· For any assignments you may have missed due to illness or excused absence, please remember it is up to you, the student, to find out what was covered in class. I will provide any handouts upon request; get notes from a friend; and I will be happy to fill in any missing links about the lesson or assignment.

· You must schedule an appointment to make up a quiz or test on the day you return from your absence. Exceptions may be made for extended, excused absences.

GRADING SCALE:

A
100 to 93 %

B
85 – 92 %


C
77- 84 %


D
70 – 76 %


F
0 – 69 %

Very rarely will extra credit given. Students may be given opportunities to earn extra points during quiz or test reviews.
ATTENDANCE: All students are expected to be on time, with the necessary materials needed and in their seats when class begins. If a student is late, he/she will receive a tardy unless the student arrives with an excused tardy or absence signed by either a teacher or administrator. 

If you arrive without the necessary materials for class (i.e. text book, pencils, notebooks) you will receive a tardy. Four tardies to class in a trimester equal a detention.
PARTICIPATION POINTS: Students will receive a maximum of 10 participation points per week. Students will begin the week with all 10 points, but will lose points for any of the following: 

· Failing to participate in class

· Missing class materials

· Missing homework

· Not taking notes during a lecture

· Not completing in-class assignment during in class work time

· Any disruptions in class

GENERAL CLASSROOM BEHAVIOR AND DISCIPLINE: 
· Respect in the classroom is vital to the learning process. Disruptions in class that prevent me from teaching or other students from learning will not be tolerated. 
· The first instance will receive a warning.
· The second instance will receive a dismissal from class and loss of participation points for the day.
· A third instance will result in a detention.
· All students must arrive on time, prepared and organized for class. 
· Each student must be respectful of his or her classmates, teacher, guest speakers, as well as individual time and personal space. 
· No gum chewing. 
· No food or drink will be allowed in class unless it is designated by the school or teacher. 
· No leaning back on classroom chairs. 
· No adjustment of classroom shades. 
· Always clean up after yourself, it is your space and should be treated with respect.

WORK EXPECTATIONS:
· Be curious!

· Students are expected to work to the best of their ability and take pride in themselves and their academic accomplishments.

· All completed homework is to be turn in on time, unless you have a documented, excused absence. 

· Late homework is NOT accepted.
· Students are expected to participate in classroom discussions; participation grades are given weekly.

· If classroom assignments are completed early, students will be expected to read an additional silent reading book until the end of class.

· Each student must print their name and date on each assignment for full credit.

· Each student must write in pencil, blue or black ink or typed for credit on homework or classroom assignments.

· For longer writing assignments or projects, work must be presented in blue or black ink or be typed.

· All work must be stapled, no “dog eared” pages will be accepted

· No assignments are to be turned in from a spiral bound notebook unless the edge has been removed.

· Have fun while learning, it is key to your success.

AVAILABILITY: 

I am generally available for extra help during break, lunch, recess and sometimes after school.  If you need assistance before school, please let me know at least one day in advance. My greatest reward is your continued success as a student.

If you are unclear of any thing that is covered or not in the pages or in class, the best policy is to ask. I am reasonably flexible and we will work together to achieve the best results for you. 

Also if you have any suggestions to help improve the class or the classroom library, I am all ears!

Have a great year! 

Ms. Sorise

