8th grade

Required Summer Reading
Note from Ms. Sorise ( 7/8 Language Arts Teacher)
I wish for all students to have a wonderful summer, but it while you are traveling or just enjoying your own back yard, it is important to stimulate your brain and imagination with a good book. Plus it makes the transition back to school in August much easier when your mind has been stimulated by literature, not just television or video games.

This summer all 8th students will be required to read Nancy Farmer’s House of the Scorpion
Upon returning to school, students will participate in a graded discussion and the assessments will be as follows: 

· Readers will be given a series of questions to think about while reading. They do not have to answer the questions traditionally, but if he or she chooses to keep a reading journal and jot down notes or comments based on the reading they will be well prepared for the graded discussion. The discussion questions are posted on the website. 

· Following the discussion, each student will write an essay about the book. 

***Required & Assessed Reading*** 
Farmer, Nancy. The House of the Scorpion . New York: Simon Pulse, 2004. Fields of white opium poppies stretch away over the hills, and uniformed workers bend over the rows, harvesting the juice. This is the empire of Matteo Alacran, a feudal drug lord in the country of Opium, which lies between the United States and Aztlan, formerly Mexico. Field work, or any menial tasks, are done by "eejits," humans in whose brains computer chips have been installed to insure docility. Alacran, or El Patron, has lived 140 years with the help of transplants from a series of clones, a common practice among rich men in this world. The intelligence of clones is usually destroyed at birth, but Matt, the latest of Alacran's doubles, has been spared because he belongs to El Patron. He grows up in the family's mansion, alternately caged and despised as an animal and pampered and educated as El Patron's favorite. Gradually he realizes the fate that is in store for him, and with the help of Tam Lin, his bluff and kind Scottish bodyguard, he escapes to Aztlan. There he and other "lost children" are trapped in a more subtle kind of slavery before Matt can return to Opium to take his rightful place and transform his country.
Suggestions for further summer reading
Kingsolver, Barbara. The Bean Trees. New York: HarperTorch, 1998.  Taylor Greer leaves Kentucky and heads west to find a new life.  When a baby is abandoned in her car, she learns that responsibilities and independence are not mutually exclusive in this story of family and community. 

Anderson, Laurie Halse. Speak. New York: Farrar, Straus, Giroux, 1999.  Calling the police to a party is a tough choice, but what made Melinda call is the devastating secret that keeps her locked in silence.

Schmidt, D. Gary The Wednesday Wars. New York: Houghton Mifflin Company 2007. On Wednesday afternoons, while his Catholic and Jewish schoolmates attend religious instruction, Holling Hoodhood, the only Presbyterian in his seventh grade, is alone in the classroom with his teacher, Mrs. Baker, who Holling is convinced hates his guts. He feels more certain after Mrs. Baker assigns Shakespeare's plays for Holling to discuss during their shared afternoons. Each month in Holling's tumultuous seventh-grade year is a chapter in this quietly powerful coming-of-age novel set in suburban Long Island during the late '60s.  

Bloom, Edward. Tangerine. New York: Scholastic Inc. 1997.  So what if he's legally blind? Even with his bottle-thick, bug-eyed glasses, Paul Fisher can see better than most people. He can see the lies his parents and brother live out, day after day. No one ever listens to Paul, though--until the family moves to Tangerine. In Tangerine, even a blind, geeky, alien freak can become cool. Who knows? Paul might even become a hero! Edward Bloor's debut novel sparkles with wit, authenticity, unexpected plot twists, and heart. The writing is so fine, the story so triumphant, that you just might stand up and shout when you get to the end. 

All summaries are taken from Amazon.com

