7th grade 
Required Summer Reading
Note from Ms. Sorise (7/8 Language Arts & High School Teacher)
I wish for all students to have a wonderful summer, but while you are traveling or just enjoying your own back yard, it is important to stimulate your brain and imagination with a good book. Plus, it makes the transition back to school in August much easier when your mind has been stimulated by literature, not just television or video games.
This summer all 7th students will be required to read “The Giver” by Lois Lowry and answer the accompanying questions. 

Upon returning to school, all students will turn in the questions for a grade, as well as participate in a graded discussion on the book labeled “required & assessed”.  Each student will be part of a class-based discussion and the assessments will be as follows: 
· Readers will be given a series of questions to answer while reading. They will be posted on my homework page at the conclusion of the school year. 
· Following the discussion at the beginning of the 2010-2011 school year, each student will write an essay about the book. 
***Required & Assessed Reading*** 
Lowry, Lois. The Giver. New York: Laurel Leaf (reprint), 2002.  In a world with no poverty, no crime, no sickness and no unemployment, and where every family is happy, 12-year-old Jonas is chosen to be the community's Receiver of Memories. Under the tutelage of the Elders and an old man known as the Giver, he discovers the disturbing truth about his utopian world and struggles against the weight of its hypocrisy.
***You are encouraged, but not required to read one of the following offerings.***
Farmer, Nancy. A Girl Named Disaster. New York: Orchard Books, 2003.
This 1997 Newbery Honor book, which is set in Africa, is both a survival story and a spiritual voyage. For Nhamo, an 11-year-old Shona girl living in Mozambique in 1981, life is filled with the traditions of her village people. When family circumstances, a ngozi (angry spirit), and a cholera epidemic force her into a horrible marriage, she flees with only her grandmother's blessings, some gold nuggets, and many survival skills. Still, what should have been a two-day boat trip across the border to her father's family in Zimbabwe spans a year. Daily conversations with spirits help to combat her loneliness and provide her with sage and practical advice. The most incredible leg of her journey is spent on an island where Nhamo closely observes and is warily accepted by a baboon family only to have one of them destroy her shelter and food supply. She makes mistakes, loses heart, and nearly dies of starvation. Even after she arrives in Zimbabwe where she lives with scientists before meeting her father's family, Nhamo must learn to survive in civilization and exorcise the demons that haunt her. A cast of characters, glossary, background information on South Africa and the Shona, and a bibliography ground this novel's details and culture. This story is humorous and heartwrenching, complex and multilayered, and the fortunate child who reads it will place Nhamo alongside Zia (Island of the Dolphins) and Julie (Julie of the Wolves).
Mowll, Joshua. Operation Red Jericho.  Cambridge, Mass: Candlewick Press. 2005
The first book of the Guild Trilogy quickly and deftly plunges readers into an exotic corner of the first quarter of the twentieth century. Teenage siblings Rebecca and Douglas run through a series of adventures in a submarine, on the streets of Shanghai, and among pirates. They are bold, inquisitive, and creative, and they leave behind for readers 'inspection numerous documents of their adventures, including Becca's diary, Doug's sketches, and such visual artifacts as maps and photos. 
Konigsburg, E.L. Silent to the Bone. New York: Simon &  Schuster. 2000. 
What happened on Wednesday, November 25, 2:43 P.M., Eastern Standard Time, to cause Branwell Zamborska to become mute? All anyone knows is that he called 911 because his baby sister, Nikki, had stopped breathing, and when he was unable to speak to the operator, Vivian, the English au pair, came on the line to say that Branwell had dropped the baby and shaken her. His best friend, Connor, begins visiting him at the juvenile behavioral center, where he has been sent while Nikki remains in a coma at the hospital. Working out a code they both can use, Connor begins the long process of trying to communicate with his friend to find out what really happened. With the help of his own half-sister and some canny detective work, Connor uncovers a complex, multilayered tale of human desires, adolescent confusion, and a touch of menace.
Sachar, Louis. Holes. New York: Bloomsbury Children. 2000. 
"If you take a bad boy and make him dig a hole every day in the hot sun, it will turn him into a good boy." Such is the reigning philosophy at Camp Green Lake, a juvenile detention facility where there is no lake, and there are no happy campers. In place of what used to be "the largest lake in Texas" is now a dry, flat, sunburned wasteland, pocked with countless identical holes dug by boys improving their character. Stanley Yelnats, of palindromic name and ill-fated pedigree, has landed at Camp Green Lake because it seemed a better option than jail. No matter that his conviction was all a case of mistaken identity, the Yelnats family has become accustomed to a long history of bad luck, thanks to their "no-good-dirty-rotten-pig-stealing-great-great-grandfather!" Despite his innocence, Stanley is quickly enmeshed in the Camp Green Lake routine: rising before dawn to dig a hole five feet deep and five feet in diameter; learning how to get along with the Lord of the Flies-styled pack of boys in Group D; and fearing the warden, who paints her fingernails with rattlesnake venom. But when Stanley realizes that the boys may not just be digging to build character--that in fact the warden is seeking something specific--the plot gets as thick as the irony. 
All summaries are taken from Amazon.com

